Gold discovered on
British Columbia
mainland

1856

MEA
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1860

The Roads Tolls
Act exempted

\ miners from road /'

1857

Proclamation of
Governor James
Douglas asserted
Crown ownership
over all minerals
and developed

licensing system

1859

The Gold Fields
Act introduced
British Columbia’s
free entry mining

 system

el
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1865

Gold Fields Act
amendments
clarified how
miners could
claim exclusive
water privileges
and created
system of water
licenses that

1869

The Mineral
Ordinance
allowed miners to
buy and sell land
for the purpose of

New Minerals Act
simplified how
mineral claims
holders could
purchase land

mining minerals
other than gold

and created
mining licenses
that granted
extensive powers
for road building
and harvesting of
resources on the
property needed
\ for mining

shifted away from
common law
riparian rights

<
| toenter private

| the Gold

"-u | stated that free

1867

Gold Mining

| Ordinance of 1867

introduced
regulation of
mining in BC by

Commissioner and
miners had rights

lands to access,
mine, and profit
from their
subsurface
mineral claims

1871

British Columbia
joins the

| Dominion of

Canada -
Constitution Act,
1867

1882

A new Minerals
Act consolidated
laws on all non-
coal minerals and
created a clear
bifurcation
between the
rights of free
miners and
mineral rights
holders

1883

Coal Prospecting
Act introduced to
encourage the
discovery and
opening of coal

fixed purchase
price for coal land

[ 3

1891

Railway Aid Act
amended to
exempt mining
companies from
having to provide
| any proceeds to

\ railway land

1891

Separate legal
frameworks for
placer and lode
mining are created
through the
introduction of the
Mineral Act and
the Placer Mining
Act and the
province begins to
retain subsurface
rights (i.e. rights to
minerals in the
ground) in any

Crown grants

¥ g | mines by settinga | & .
™~ 4,"‘1
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1895

All government
offices related to
mining are unified
under one bureau |

1892

8| The Water

Privileges Act

| vested ownership

of water in the
Crown and
created licensing
system for use

1892

Extralateral rights |

(the rights of a
mineral claim
holder to follow a
vein outside the

/| boundary of their

claim) eliminated
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Il WATER

" REPORTED

1911

The Mineral
Egsements Act,
1911108
introduced and
allows mineral
claims holders to
apply for rights of
way that can last
for generations

1911

LOCAL FARMERS
COMPLAINED OF
CYANIDE WASTE

| FROM THE NICKEL §

PLATE MINE MILL

| IN HEDLEY

DESTROYING A

| WATER SUPPLY

NEAR KEREMEOS

3

N

1912

POLLUTION FROM
GOLD MINING IN
SALMON RIVER
WATERSHED FIRST

———t

federal

mineral

government on
mineral tenure
granted jurisdiction g"
to province for

1943

Agreement with

_...-“ development on
“Indian Lands”

paving the way for
mining rights of

ways to be

developed without
Indigenous consent

1917

Mineral Survey
and Development
Act introduced
government
subsidies for
mining activities
and introduced
government
funded surveys of
mineral deposits
to encourage
mining
development

& -

1948

sy MAJOR FAILURE
OF SULLIVAN
MINE TAILINGS
CONTAINMENT,
RESULTING IN 1

MILLION TONS OF
WASTE RELEASED

55

O-0
1948

Amendments to
Mineral Act
ensured that all

future grants of
mineral rights

| would be subject
to royalties

1956
The Pallution
Control Act
introduced with
little to no
application to
industrial or
.\ mining wastes

W

1957

Province stopped
issuing outright
Crown grants of
mineral rights and
began to issue
renewable leases
while maintaining
Crown ownership
over minerals

1957-60

Mineral Property
Taxation Act
introduced in
1957 and struck
down by the
Supreme Court of
Canada in 1960

POURING 100,000
TONS OF TAILINGS
INTO TOBY CREEK

Cad RO 1965

1953 Pollution Control
MINE TAILINGS . f:f ‘c‘lg‘;:ndierllzii:o
IMPOUNDMENT Edu ;i mining
COLLAPSED, and other

industrial waste

1961-63

Territorial
application of
Pollution Control
Act expanded

1967

Pollution Control
Act prohibited all

discharge of

wastes to land or
water without a

permit and
expanded the
definition of
"pollution”

i, W
A
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Amendments to

penalties and
pollution
prevention
funding while
restricting public
participation

1969
Mining companies
required by law to
protect and
reclaim all lands
disturbed by
surface mines

Pollution Control
Act expanded to
require permits
for air pollution
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1974-76

Amendments to
Mineral Act
| required mining
lease applicants
to submit
production and
reclamation plans
prior to beginning
mining

production

Pollution Control
Objectives first
established for

1973

mining

Additional
royalties
introduced for

Authority to
declare pollution
emergencies and

| | recover cost of

minerals in 1974,
and then removed

Amendments to
Pollution Control
Act increased
fines and
penalties and

expanded the

Director's powers
to issue pollution
abatement orders

clean-up was
granted under
Pollution Control

Mineral Act, 1977
replaced the
Mineral Act, 1960,
removing detailed
production plan
requirements and
restoring the
automatic right to
obtain a mineral

\ lease

environmental

environmental
impact
assessment and

protection order
powers (both
discretionary)
introduced under
Environment
Management Act

1980

| Provincial

moratorium
declared on
| uranium mining

Waste
Maonagement Act

Control Act,
introducing strict
liability for spills
and creating
framework for
“special waste

| disposal” (aka
hazardous waste)

1984

Special Waste
Regulation
introduced, which
would have
broadly defined
“special waste” to
capture mining
effluent, but
never comes into

PROVINCE BEGINS
REMEDIATION
AND
MONITORING OF
ACID ROCK
DRAINAGE INTO

| THE TSOLUM

RIVER LEFT
BEHIND BY THE
MOUNT
WASHINGTON
INE IN THE

19605

1987

Increased
regulation of
“special waste”

| through
amendments to
Waste
Management Act

1988

New Mineral
Tenure Act
introduces
streamlined,
common

| administration

system for

mineral and placer
rights, increases
security and
length of mineral
tenures, and
introduces
additional

| notification

&

requirements

1988

Tailings waste and
mining waste rock
exempted from
limitations on the
construction and
operation of
special waste
facilities under
Special Waste
Regulation
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CARIEOO GOLD
QUARTZ AND

ISLAND MOUNTAIN

MINES TAILINGS
CREATE POTENTIAL
HEALTH RISK DUE
TO ARSENIC, LEAD,
AND MERCURY IN
ENVIRONMENT

\

P

1989

TAILINGS
OPERATION NEAR
GRAND FORKS

i SPILLS CYANIDE
r -

1989

Maximum

| penalties for most

| increased twenty-
| fold
D

1989

Placer mining
activities
exempted from
waste discharge
permit

requirements

Province

introduces first

remediation

requirements for

contaminated

sites

1991

| Large ore-
| producing mines
required to
| conduct an
| environmental
| assessment before
obtaining project

approval

1997

Changes under
Waste
Management Act
increased the
liability and
regulation of
contaminated

Mineral Tenure
Act and Mines
Act amendments
| ensured smaller
mining projects
exempted from
completing any
environmental
assessments,
.| streamlined
mine permit
applications,
introduced
protections for
cultural
resources, and
increased mine
inspection

Contaminated site
profile requirement
for mine permit
applications
repealed

Mines Reclamation | BC Environmental
Fund introduced Assessment Act
and chief inspector | and Reviewable
of mines given Projects
discretionary Regulation
power to require created more
mining proponents | detailed
to post security requirements for
environmental
assessments for

Mineral tenure
holders provided
with right to
compensation if
creation of a park
prevented the
development of

) | their mineral

=\ claim(s)

Waste
Management Act
amended to limit
mine owners'
liability over

: ontaminated {_,.;

1997

Contaminated
Site Registry
established under
Contaminated
Site Regulation

1994

Mines Regulation
provides mining
inspectors with
investigatory
powers

2001

PROVINCE
RECEIVED 530
MILLION

§ SETTLEMENT
FROM FORMER
BRITANNIA MINE
OWMNERS TO
ADDRESS LONG-
STANDING ACID
ROCK DRAINAGE
ISSUES

1995

Mineral Tenure
Amendment Act
prohibited
interference on
private lands,
clarified that the
definition of
mineral would not
include rock used
for construction
purposes, and
added bulk
sampling to the
definition of
exploration and
development

2002

Mineral Tenure Act
amendment
removed prohibition
on miners interfering
on private lands and
clarified land use
designations or
objectives could not
prevent mining
development

1997

Amendments to
Waste
Management Act
expanded
government
powers to take
spill response

actions

n 2002

Environmental
A : assessment
legislation

weakened, fewer
mines required to
complete
environmental

| assessments

2004

New
Environmental
Management Act,
Contaminated
Sites Regulation,
and Waste
Discharge
Regulation lower
waste disposal
permitting and
remediation
requirements for

2004

DYKE AT PINCHI
MINE TAILINGS
FACILITY FAILED,
RELEASING
TAILINGS WASTE
INTO ALREADY
MERCURY
CONTAMINATED
PINCHI LAKE

2005

Introduction of
Mineral Titles
Online Registry
allowed for
staking of mining
claims online

= 2006

B HISTORICAL

CONTAMINATION
FROM THE SUNRO
MINE DISCOVERED

IN THE JORDAN
RIVER

(
N

2008

Uranium and
Thorium Reserve
Regulation clarifies
any new mineral
claims will not
grant rights to
mine for thorium
or uranium

2008

Mineral Tenure
Act amendments
expanded notice
requirements for
mining activities

2008

Revenue sharing
policy introduced
to facilitate
sharing of revenue
from mining with
First Nations

2009

ENVIRONMENT

CANADA
ORDERS

IMMEDIATE
CLEAN-UP OF
TULSEQUAH
CHIEF MINE AND

ITS ACID

MINE

DRAINAGE INTO
TULSEQUAH

RIVER

&

2010

KITSALULT MINE,

& DOLLEY VARDEN

MINE, AND
ANYOX SMELTER
FOUND TO HAVE
IMPACTED ALICE
ARM
o,

e

2013

Amendments to

Mines Act allowed
the Lieutenant
Governor to grant
exemptions from
obtaining mining
permits

B

2013-14

REMEDIATION OF
ELK RIVER VALLEY

MINING POLLUTION

ORDERED AND
WATER TREATMEN

PLANT DISCOVERED

TO BE RELEASING
FURTHER
CONTAMINATION

2014

Parks Act
amended to
allow for
industrial
feasibility studies
and
environmental
assessment
research in
provincial parks

2014

Administrative
penalties created
for Environmental

T Management Act

2015

Mines Fee
Regulations
created
permitting and
inspection fees

2014

COLLAPSE OF THE MOUNT
POLLEY MINE'S TAILINGS
STORAGE FACILITY
DEPOSITED APPROXIMATELY
MILLION CUBIC METRES OF
WASTEWATER AND TAILINGS
INTO QUESNEL LAKE

2016

Mew Water
Sustainability Act
and Regulations
introduced with
subsequent
amendments to
exempt mine
operators fram
certain water
permit
requirements

2016

Deputy Minister’s

Mining
Compliance and
Enforcement

Board established

2016

Mining Code
updated to
increase
regulation of
tailings storage
facilities (TSFs)

2017

1 New 5pilf
Reparting
Regulation
introduced under
Environmental
Management Act
requiring greater
reporting and
response to spills
by responsible

| persons

2017

Administrative
monetary
penalties added
to enforcement
provisions of
Mines Act
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DIGGING UP A LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
MINING LAW IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
1856-2017

One day of student research: 160 years of history

[ |

For over 160 years, mining activity has impacted British Columbia’s environment. This timeline was developed

to show how colonial laws related to mining in BC have evolved, or stayed the same. It does not capture every
legislative change or every major mining contamination event in BC, but it does provide an overview of the
major changes in legislation. Its structure tells a factual and readable story for anyone interested in the changing
nature of regulatory oversight of the mining sector in British Columbia.

Law students from the University of Victoria, University of British Columbia, and Thompson Rivers University
provided a large portion of the information in this timeline through their participation in a “Research-a-thon” on
Feb 2, 2018, organized by the Environmental Law Club and Environmental Law Centre at the University of Victoria.
Environmental Law Club members compiled and edited the 2018 Research-a-thon results into a comprehensive
report, which provided the content for this timeline representation.

As an introductory tool for understanding the many twists and turns in BC's legislative history related to mining, this
timeline may also reveal opportunities to improve how the province’s mining industry is regulated in order to ensure
the air, water, and land that we share can remain healthy for future generations.

Changes to mining-specific laws and
‘1 :‘ palicies

0-0

Changes to general enviranmental
management and pollution laws and
policies that impact mining

Changes to environmental assessment laws
and policies impacting mining

Mining catastrophes and contamination
events [years on timeline indicate the date
of discovery of the contamination event)



